THE   ROARING   BLAZE                 143
The fortune of the Lord Alexander P.P. VI appeared
to be in serious danger. The French unhindered were
advancing, and sedition was sown in Rome. One more
overture the Supreme Pontiff made, sending Cardinal
Raymond Perrauld, a creature of His Own, to treat with
the Christian King, who with no difficulty persuaded the
French Cardinal to turn traitor to the Pope. A Brief,
appealing to the Elect-Emperor Maximilian for help proved
ineffectual. The forces of Colonna beleaguered the Eternal
City. Within the walls, three disaffected cardinals, the Lords
Ascanio Mario Sforza-Visconti, Friderico Sanseverini,
and Bernardino de' Lunati, were interned with the Pope in
the Mola for the sake of safety. When the pontifical citadel
of Civita Vecchia fell, the loyalists became yet more dis-
heartened. Orsini turned its coats and joined the French.
Cesarini alone of all the patricians of Rome continued to be
staunch and true. Resistance was useless, things being
as they were; and the Lord Alexander P.P.VI gave leave
to the Christian King to enter Rome. He came. He humanly
was master of the City and of the situation, face to face
with the Holiness of the Pope, practically having His per-*
son in his power. The Majesty of France demanded the
calling of a General Council; and God's Vicegerent op-
posed him with a blunt and unconditional Nan Possumus.
Whenever the World has driven the Church against the
wall, She has become inexorably invincible.
The year 1495 opened with Rome in panic and disorder,
in the clutch of a foreign army bringing desolation and a
new disease. The Christian King, who had come to accom-
plish the conquest of the Regno by means of the deposition
of the Pope, found the way completely blocked- He had
strutted on his twelve-toed feet to Rome, prepared to crow
so very gallically. The decree of deposition actually was
prepared, and cnly required confirmation by a competent
authority. Inflated with gigantic megalomaniacal illusions,
he had believed that an evil conscience would have made